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October and November Calendars  

 

Sat Oct 3 MB Competition - Manassas Park  

Mon Oct 5 Sr. Regional Orchestra Auditions, Lake 

Braddock Secondary 

Mon Oct 5 Citrus Fruit Sale Begins! 

Fri Oct 9 Paperwork and $90 fee due for Oct 24-25 

Overnight 

Fri Oct 9 Home Football Game, Homecoming 

Wed Oct 14 No rehearsal due to early dismissal 

Sat Oct 17 MB Competition - Oakton Classic 

Thu Oct 22 Band Patrons meeting  

Fri Oct 23 Home Football Game 

Sat/Sun Oct 24/25 Lee Davis-Mechanicsville Overnighter 

Thu Oct 29 Frost/Woodson Concert at Frost 

Fri Oct 30 Symphonic band VMEA/USC trip fees due 

Sat Oct 31 VBODA Marching Festival-W. Springfield  

Fri Nov 6 Home Football Game – Senior Night 

Sat Nov 7 Woodson Rededication 

Fri-Sat Nov 6-7 Sr. Regional Orchestra-W. Potomac  

Thu Nov 12 MB Awards Night/Dessert, Café A 

Wed Nov 18 Pre-VMEA Concert 

Fri Nov 20 Symphonic Band at VMEA Conference 

 

 

______________________________________________________ 

****************************************************** 

 

http://www.woodsonband.org/
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From the Band President 
 

October, really?  I must’ve blinked and missed September.  To all who took time 
out from their busy schedules to volunteer, thank you.  The support has been 
overwhelming, but then, so has been the need.  You helped with dozens of things to 
enable your students to enjoy what I’m certain is the best high school band experience 
around.  It could not happen without your help. 

 
Elsewhere in the Trumpeter is word on this year’s Citrus Fruit Sale.  Please 

assist your student make contact with your friends, neighbors, and families.  Fruit sales, 
like scrip, benefit your family as well as the Band. 

 
I’ve had opportunities to meet and speak with a number of parents new to the 

Band.  I’m always interested in what drew their students to the Band, their initial 
impressions, and their thoughts on how to improve what the Patrons do in support.  
Please continue to bring ideas and questions to the monthly Patrons’ meetings or 
directly to me. 

 
Note, the next Patrons’ meeting will be held in the Band Room Thursday, 

October 22 at 7:30 pm.  We’ll collect medicine for the weekend trip to the Richmond 
area that night—-watch for details.  Plan to join us. 

 
     Rich Heathcote 

 

_____________________________________________________ 

****************************************************** 
 

Director’s Notes 
 

Senior Regional Orchestra Auditions 

Monday, October 5, 2009 

Registration 3:30-5:30pm for Winds/Perc 

Lake Braddock Secondary 

 

Marching Rehearsals! 

Thursday, 10/1 is Back to School night.  In order to get students picked up so that parents can get 

back for Back to School Night by 5:00, the marching band will rehearse 2:30-4:30. 

 

There will be a slight change in the schedule for MB rehearsals due to PSAT day.  

 

 Tuesday, Oct 13 2:30-5:00 

 Wednesday, Oct 14 No rehearsal due to early dismissal 

 Thursday, Oct 15 2:30-5:00 

 

Manassas Park Competition:  The itinerary is attached.  Parents, please come out and 

support the band.  We need lots of cheering from the stands. 

 

Coming up:  

 

Fall Auditions:  Fall Auditions have already been done for Symphonic Band.  Concert Band will 

do fall auditions the first week of November.  Stay tuned for more information.  
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Fall Trip to Mechanicsville: 

This is just a reminder that the packet of forms and $90 are due on Friday, October 9
th
.  If turned 

in after this date, students will not be able to sign up for a bus until after the freshmen. 

 

VMEA/USC – The Symphonic Band has been honored with two invitations to perform at very 

prestigious events.  Because these are rare opportunities, the school has given us approval for 

both and plans are already underway.  Transportation will be paid by a combination of the Band 

Patrons and other sources.  Meals and Hotel are the responsibility of the students.  Symphonic 

Band students will need to pay $100 which will cover both trips combined.  This fee will be due 

October 30
th
 and is payable to the W.T. Woodson Band Patrons.  Trip itineraries will be 

available in November.  As with all trips/activities no student will be excluded due to finances 

but we do ask that you alert the Band Director as soon as possible about this.   

 

Student Illness:  Due to the H1N1 alerts that have been appearing throughout the 

country, it is important that students who show any flu-like symptoms stay home.  

The Band room houses a very large number of students and we would hate for 

anything like the flu to spread throughout the band.  We are encouraging students 

to wash their hands frequently. 
 

 

October Patron Meeting Change:  The October Patron Meeting will be held on 

Thursday, October 22
nd

 instead of the 15
th

 which is the third Thursday.  We are 

doing this to move it closer to the fall trip to Mechanicsville.  In conjunction with 

this meeting, we will have our first-aid team there doing Meds turn-in for the trip. 
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This is for parents only: 
 Parents of students performing in the Symphonic Band will have a first chance at extra 

seats on these two trips. 

 

VMEA Conference – The Homestead in Hot Springs, VA (day trip only) ($75) 

Friday, November 20, 2009 

We have 25 extra seats available on the charter buses. 

$50 Charter bus seat 

$25 Meal at the Homestead 

 

USC Band Clinic – Columbia, S.C. ($150) 

Friday-Saturday 2/19-2/20, 2010 

 

Accommodations: 

Embassy Suites Columbia 

200 Stoneridge Drive 

Columbia, SC 29210 

P: 803-744-8139   

 

We have 25 extra seats available on the charter buses.   

$50 Charter bus seat 

$16 Dinner Friday 

$7 Lunch Saturday 

$17 Dinner Saturday 

$60 Hotel – Embassy Suites 
 

       

 

2009 Spring Trip is to Orlando, FL 
 

Information on this trip will be out in the next few weeks.  We are happy to try and 

accommodate families with financial concerns but we need to be notified ASAP if a payment 

will be late.  The fruit sale is always a good way to obtain funds for this trip.  We are 

encouraging each student to sell a minimum of 2 boxes of fruit.  Remember that we have many 

students in the band program and it is difficult to meet our deadlines when parents and students 

don’t meet theirs.  Please keep the lines of communication open! 

 

Parents: 

We still have a few “Ben Hur” T-shirts for sale $10 each. 

We also have band section photos for sale @ $5 each 
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Senior Night Instructions to Parents/Escorts 

 

Parents will not receive tickets for the game but will be let into the game for free by a Band 

Patron who will be checking in Parents at the main gate.  Be down on the track near the 20 yard 

line by the beginning of half time.  A volunteer parent will put you in alpha order at that time.  

Once the band finishes their show, senior names will be announced and you will walk up and 

meet your student at the 50 yd line on the track and then move down to form a line facing the 

home stands.  After half time the seniors are free to go but of course must turn in their uniforms 

first. 

 

---------------------------------------Seniors - Detach & return  by 10/16 ------------------------------- 

 

Senior Night FB Game 

 

 

Student name as you would like it announced: 

 

_________________________________________ 

 

 

Parent’s/escort’s name(s) to be announced:                          

 

__________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________ 

 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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______________________________________________________ 

****************************************************** 

 

Chaperone News 
 

 
Thanks to everyone who has assisted with band camp & after school rehearsals.  We 
know how hard it is not only to be there for your scheduled shift, but also to complete all 
of the steps a chaperone needs to accomplish.  Thanks to everyone who has assisted 
with the first two home football games and the two away games at Lake Braddock and 
R.E.  Lee.  Thanks for the chaperones who assisted with Drill Day and the Elementary 
School Tour.  The band students appreciate the time and energy we devote to assisting 
with their program.   
 
After school practices are still going strong.  We have been sending out daily reminders 
at the beginning of each week, to give you a heads-up about your scheduled chaperone 
day.  Please remember that it may still be hot and practices are two hours long.  If you 
are scheduled to chaperone for an after school practice, it is still necessary to come. 
Thanks again for your assistance in keeping the kids safe during their practices.   
 
We have several events coming up in October.  Thanks to all who have already replied 
to past notes about the Football games and Competitions.   
 
We need chaperone assistance for the following events in October & November: 
 
Home Football Games 
Friday, October 23rd – need 3 chaperones 
Friday, November 6th – need 3 chaperones (non-senior parents) 
 
Away Football Games 
Friday, October 2nd – meet @ 5:30 pm at band room; leaving at 6 pm by bus to 
Westfield High School – need 6 chaperones 
Friday, October 30th – meet @ 6 pm at band room; leaving at 6:30 pm by bus to 
Annandale High School – need 6 chaperones 
 
Marching Competitions 
October 17th – Oakton Classic – Oakton High School – need 5 chaperones 
October 31st  - VBODA state marching festival – West Springfield High School – need 3 
additional chaperones 
 
Concerts 
October 29th – Frost Middle School - Frost/Woodson concert – Symphonic Band – need 
1-2 chaperones 
 
For those of you who have a son or daughter in symphonic band, there is a trip that may 
be of some interest to you.  On Friday, November 20th, the symphonic band will be 
traveling to The Homestead in Hot Springs, Virginia to play at the VMEA Conference.  
This is an opportunity for Symphonic parents to chaperone and assist with your kids.  
We will need 6 chaperones for this trip.  This will just be a day trip.  If you are interested, 
please email Stefan at stefan13@cox.net and I’ll get back to you with a confirmation. 

mailto:stefan13@cox.net
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Thanks so much for everyone’s help.  We could not do this without your assistance.  
Please contact us at stefan13@cox.net if you are interested in assisting with any of the 
above events. 
 
Stefan & Chris 

______________________________________________________ 

****************************************************** 

 

First Aid News  
 
Our first overnight trip will be on October 24, 2009. Medication check-in will take place 
at the time of luggage check-in. Please bring any medications in an original container 
with directions for use. 
 
Parents, also please remember if you have not turned in your over the counter (OTC) 
medication form or emergency care form, these forms are needed prior to the trip. If the 
OTC form has not been turned in we will not be able to give your child any medications 
without contacting you first by phone. 
 

______________________________________________________ 

****************************************************** 

Hospitality 
 

What a great selection we had for all the marchers and color guard on Tag Day!  
Thanks to all the parents who brought in food and drinks.  Many kids especially 
appreciated the fact that almost everything came in labeled.  It really does help reduce 
waste and eliminate allergy questions.  Also, a big thank you to the moms and dads that 
volunteered to lend a hand for the set up and clean up of food, tables and the room.  
Everyone helped to make it run smoothly and efficiently. 
  
Stay tuned for more Hospitality News towards the end of October as we get ready to 
celebrate the end of the marching season with the Dessert Banquet. 
  
Thanks! 
  
Vicky 
 

_____________________________________________________ 

****************************************************** 

Citrus Fruit Sales 
 
Citrus fruit sales begin Monday, October 5th  and end on Friday, November 6th.   Look for 
the sales packet next week.  This is a great way for your band student to earn money 
toward trip fees!  Tina Pedrotty is the contact at pedrottydc@verizon.net. 

.___________________________________________________ 

****************************************************** 

 

mailto:stefan13@cox.net
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Uniforms 

 

 
Thank you! You did it! In less than three hours over 130 band students were fitted into their 

marching and concert shoes and uniforms. Over 260 garment bags were assigned, gauntlets were 

measured for just the right fit & marching hats for each marching band student were labeled and 

their boxes repaired by a small contingent of band Dads! Because of the outstanding job 

performed by so many, uniform fitting day no longer takes an entire day, but rather just a few 

hours in the morning!    

 

 A very special thank you to the following families for volunteering on UFD: Amos, 
Andersen, Bloom, Chamlee, Clouse, Cormack, Crego, Delahunty, Der, 
Eshelman, Green, Grottle, Kapadia, Larsen, Luftglass, Magalong, 
Maloney, Meddis, McDonald, McManus, Nolasco, Olsen, Orleans-Pobee, 
Plummer, Roegge, Ryan, Rye, Schwarz, Staszak, Sullivan, Vece, von 
Bredow, Johns, Cann & Madert.  Without your help it would have taken the uniform 

committee weeks to fit all our band students.  

_____________________________________________________________________ 

Special thanks to our student leaders; Rebecca, Jenna, Meghan, Lani, Austin, Katie, Mandy, 

Caroline, Kaycie and Mathew for getting up early on a Saturday morning to volunteer on UFD 

and earn service points too! Your help was much appreciated. 

 

A big thank you to the parents that volunteered on picture day, tag-day and the first two 

football games, our kids looked awesome in their uniforms because of you!  

  

Have you noticed how nice our marchers look (and smell) in their marching uniforms? Our 
uniform washing committee has done an outstanding job of cleaning over 650 uniform pieces 
and not losing a single item!  
A special Thank you to the following volunteers: Henris, Seymour, McDonald, Schier, K. 
Harmon, Cho, Zacaroli, Hofstettler, Mickelson, Roegge, N. Harmon, Larson, Todd, Clouse, Clarke 
and Johns. No matter what the kids have spilled on their uniforms: soda, nacho cheese, pizza 
sauce, Gatorade and some stains that were unidentifiable, you’ve worked your magic and 
returned their uniforms to their pristine condition. 
_____________________________________________________________________ 

Have you missed the chance to volunteer for the uniform committee the past few weeks? No 

problem! There are still a few opportunities to get involved before marching season is over 

(sooner than you think). 

 

October 3
rd

 – 7 volunteers needed – Saturday – Competition – 3pm to handout & 9pm to collect 

uniforms. 
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October 9
th

 – 2 volunteers needed - Friday GAME at 5:15 to hand out and collect uniforms after 

the game. 

 

October 17
th

 – 6 volunteers needed – Saturday – Competition – TBA 

 

October 23
rd

 – 3 volunteers needed – Friday GAME at 5:15 to hand out & collect uniforms after 

the game. 

 

October 24th
 & 

25th – 6 volunteers needed – Saturday - hand out only and Sunday to collect 

only. TBA 

 

October 31 – 6 volunteers needed – Saturday – Virginia Band Orchestra District Association 

(VBODA) judging event – hand out and collect when band returns. 

 

November 6
th

 – 4 volunteers needed – Friday – GAME  at 5:15 to hand out & collect uniforms 

after the game. This is SENIOR night. All senior marchers and their parents will be on the field 

being recognized. So parents of junior’s, sophomores & freshmen we need you!   

 

That’s it! Hope to hear from you, please email CLZnachko@cox.net to volunteer. 

Thanks – Marie & Cindy 

 

 

______________________________________________________ 

****************************************************** 

Trip Chaperone Selection Process 
 

W.T.  Woodson Band Patrons 
 
Information for Band Patrons on the selection of Chaperones for overnight or extended day trips. 

 
The WTW Band Patrons will provide the band students with adult chaperones necessary to maintain 
health, safety and quality of band trip experience.  The Chaperone Chair(s) will maintain a list of adults 
that have volunteered to chaperone a particular trip.  Adults selected to chaperone a trip will be given 
ample notice so that they can arrange for time off from work, etc.  
   
The Band Director will determine the final mix of adults to include (but not limited to) the following:   
   

 Staff  necessary for the event: Band Director, Photographer, Videographer, Student 
Teacher(s), Jazz Band Director 

 Uniform Chair, or designee 

 First Aid Chair, or designee  

 Chaperone Coordinator, or designee 

 Equipment crew necessary for the event 

 Trip Coordinator and patrons assisting with trip planning, as necessary 

 Members of the Executive Board that are necessary to perform administrative tasks 
related to the trip 

  
Other adult chaperones will be selected based on the needs of the band for the particular event.  
Selection criteria may include but are not limited to: 
   

 Appropriate male/female ratio  

 Volunteer level to Band Patrons (e.g., current or future Committee Chair or Executive 
Board Member)  

 Previous chaperone experience/performance  

 Priority may be given to parents of seniors 

mailto:CLZnachko@cox.net
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______________________________________________________ 

****************************************************** 

Concessions 
 

Concession Food Stand Volunteers needed for Friday night games: Oct 9 (homecoming), Oct 23, 

Nov 6 (Senior night). 7pm to end of game, or however long you can help. Contact Tony or 

Deanna Woo at dtwoova@yahoo.com , or 703-352-9419 for date and time you can help. 
 

______________________________________________________ 

****************************************************** 

Local Concert News 
 

Dr. Noah Getz, Musician-In-Residence at American University, will be performing the 
saxophone concerto Ode to Lord Buckley  by American composer David Amram with the 
Loudoun Symphony on Saturday, October 24 at 8 PM.  David Amram was the first 
Composer-In-Residence with the New York Philharmonic under Leonard Bernstein and is 
also a well-known jazz french hornist and film composer.  He will be attending the concert 

and portions of the performance may be filmed for a movie about his life.  Dr. Getz will also 
be performing with his new saxophone and harp duo Pictures on Silence  on October 10.  
You can learn more about all of his upcoming concerts at his new updated website 
www.noahgetz.com. 
 
 

 

http://us.mc449.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=dtwoova@yahoo.com
http://www.noahgetz.com/

