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November and December Calendars

Tues Nov 3 Sym Full Band rehearsal 7-8:30 PM

Wed Nov 4 Sym Flute/Clarinet/Oboe 2:30-4, All-District Aud. Regis. due

Thu Nov 5 MB 2:30; Sym Trb/Bar/Tuba/Bcl/T.Sax/Bsn/Str Bass 2:30-4

Fri Nov 6 Home FB Game - Sr Night, uniforms@6PM

Sat Nov 7 Woodson Rededication-uniforms@9AM, done by 11

Mon Nov 9 Trombones 2:30-4

Tue Nov 10 Sym Trombones "D"“Lunch, Sym Trumpets 2:30-4

Tue Nov 10 Winter Guard Information/Recruiting Night, 7:30 PM, Band Room

Wed Nov 11 Sym Full Band 2:30-4

Thu Nov 12 MB Awards Night/Dessert 7:30, Café A

Fri Nov 13 C-IT Aud. Flutes 2:30, FB play-off game TBA

Fri-Sat Nov 13-14 Sr. Regional Orchestra

Mon Nov 16 C-IT Aud. Clar/B.CI/Ob 2:30, Sym Full Band 7-8:30PM

Tue Nov 17 C-IT Aud. Sax/Horn

Wed Nov 18 C-IT Aud.Trumpets 2:30, Pre-VMEA Concert, Frost MS, 7:30 PM

Thu Nov 19 C-IT Aud. Tuba/Euph/Trb/Bsn 2:30, Sym Full Band 7-8:30PM

Fri Nov 20 Symphonic Band at VMEA Conference- Sym be here by 5:45AM!

Tue Nov 24 Sym Tiny Tots Reh 2:30-4:30

Thu-Fri Nov 26-27 Thanksgiving break, FB playoff possible Fri Nov 27

Mon Nov 30 Sym Tiny Tots Reh 2:30-4:30

Tue Dec 1 Sym Tiny Tots Reh 2:30-4:30

Wed Dec 2 Tiny Tots Dress Reh (6ym) 8-9:30AM, Tiny Tots Conc 10-11, Tiny Tots
Night Show (Auditorium) 7PM

Thu Dec 3 Tiny Tots Conc (6ym) 10-11AM

Tue Dec 15 Winter Concert 7:30PM

Tue Dec 22 Music Dept. Assembly - during school
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From the Band Patrons' President

Thanks to the many, many volunteers who supported the Band’s activities in October.
You have all made important contributions to the Band’s readiness for VBODA this
weekend.

Everyone, come cheer the performance Saturday at West Springfield.

Looking (way) ahead to the first week in February, Woodson will host the All-District
Band Festival. Volunteers will be sought to help with Concessions, Hospitality, and
traffic control, both daytime and evening. Detailed plans are under development. Stay
tuned.

You may have heard that Fairfax County has a severe budget shortfall projected for
the next school year. One of the alternatives under consideration is cutting funds for
ALL Elementary band and orchestra. This will result in an estimated savings of only
$7 million, out of a $162 million shortfall.

Here is the link to the news release:
http:/ /commweb.fcps.edu/newsreleases/newsrelease.cfm?newsid=1276

Please make your voices heard. Cutting music in elementary school MAY save a few
dollars now, but the total negative impact over many, many years will far outweigh any
short term savings. This will severely impact not only the kids in elementary school,
but middle school and high school music programs as well in the years to come.
Starting music at a young age is so important. We can't let the county cut music
programs.

“How Can I Help?” you may ask. Here's how:

Go to the County website and complete the Budget Feedback Form online. It only
takes a minute and you don't have to provide any personal information. You can find
that link here:

http:/ /www.fairfaxcounty.gov/survey/fy1 1suggestions.htm

OR, Attend a community dialog on the budget. To attend, you need to register, and
you can do that at this link, or by calling 703-324-9400.
http:/ /www.fairfaxcounty.gov/survey/fyl 1communitydialogue.htm

Next Community Dialog Date:

Saturday, November 14, 10 a.m. to noon
- Kings Park Library

- Sherwood Regional Library

- George Mason Regional Library

Please let the county know THEY CANNOT CUT ELEMENTARY SCHOOL MUSIC. IT IS
TOO IMPORTANT FOR OUR KIDSI!!\

If you are reading this, you understand strong elementary band programs are key to
the continued success of the Woodson Band. Dan Kosko mentioned at the Frost-
Woodson concert how his program has grown and spoke eloquently to the contribution
of the elementary programs.

Take a moment now: Hit the link. Speak out. Support the Woodson Band.

Rich Heathcote
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Director's Notes

Important!!!! Illness:

If you are ill, please stay home. Parents need to keep Mrs. Hall informed w/ a phone call or an e-
mail about illness and/or absence from events.

With the VMEA Conference performance coming up, it is really important that Symphonic Band
students not only do your best to stay healthy by washing hands, getting lots of sleep and
avoiding other sick people but also do not come to school if you are sick.

Pre-VMEA Concert is November 18" @ 7:30pm at Frost M.S. All Band members (including
Concert I and Concert Il) are required to attend. Attendance will be taken.

Marching Competition!
We will be completing our competition season on Saturday, 10/31 w/ the VBODA State
Marching Festival.

Itinerary:

9:00am Guard meets

10:00am Drumline meet for practice

11:00am Full Band run-through on the main field
1:30pm Depart for West Springfield H.S.
3:15pm Performance

Congratulations to the Marching Cavaliers on a wonderful 2009 competition season so far. Let’s
finish it off right with a Superior rating on Saturday.

Thank You:

o Vella Bloom for all of her help and planning for the Mechanicsville trip. We are sorry
that it was cancelled.

o Stefan Schwartz for his organization and the parents who have chaperoned competitions
as well as those who chaperoned throughout the marching band season.

o Kent Eshelman and his wonderful pit crew. This was “above and beyond

o Cindy Znachko, Marie Madert and the uniform parents who are always the last people to
get to leave after every trip and performance.

o Brenda McDonald for her work on the spirit wear.

o Lynn Hill for her hours and hours spent with the guard.

o Richard Heathcote for his great leadership.

"’

Coming up:

Fall Auditions: Fall auditions for Concert Il are fast approaching. The schedule may be viewed
at www.woodsonband.org

District Band is coming up! District Band auditions are January 9, 2010 at Robinson
Secondary. Students wishing to audition should turn in $6.00 to Mrs. Hall by 11/4/09. If cash,
put it in an envelope with your name on it. If a check, make it payable to: W.T. Woodson Band
Patrons (no envelope necessary for a check). Any late registrants will have to pay $10.00 instead
of $6.00. This is VBODA policy.
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Woodson has many talented musicians and you should all be going out for this. Prepared pieces
will be available after the teacher workdays in November. The registration form is attached and
can also be found on the WTW Band website.

VMEA News: VMEA forms/fees are due Friday. Bus sign-up starts Weds., 11/4.

WTW Re-Dedication Ceremony Sat, 11/7 (Marching Band only- required)

9:00am Change into uniforms

9:30am Assemble in formation outside the band room/Warm-up
9:45am March around to the front of the building

10:00am Play the National Anthem

10:30am Turn in uniforms

2010 Spring Trip is to Orlando, Florida

Information on this trip is attached. Please note that we are happy to try and accommodate
families with financial concerns but we need to be notified ASAP if a payment will be late.
Scrip and the fruit sale are always good ways to obtain funds for this trip. Remember that we
have many students in the band program and it is difficult to meet our payment deadlines when
parents and students don’t meet theirs. Please keep the lines of communication open on this!

Senior Night Instructions to Parents/Escorts

Parents will not receive tickets for the game but will be let into the game for free by a Band
Patron who will be checking in Parents at the main gate. Be down on the track near the 20 yard
line by the beginning of half time. A volunteer parent will put you in alpha order at that time.
Once the band finishes their show, senior names will be announced and you will walk up and
meet your student at the 50 yd line on the track and then move down to form a line facing the
home stands. After half time the seniors are free to go but of course must turn in their uniforms
first.

Senior Night FB Game

Student name as you would like it announced:

Parent’s/escort’s name(s) to be announced:
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VMEA Week Schedule/Trip Itinerary

VMEA Week (Symphonic Band)
The Homestead — Hot Springs, VA
Friday, November 20, 2009

The week’s events:

Mon. 11/16 Full Band 7:00-8:30pm
Weds, 11/18 Pre-VMEA Concert @ WTW7:30pm (Reception to follow-see attached
flyer)
Thurs, 11/19 Full Band 7:00-8:30pm
Friday, 11/20 VMEA Conference
Itinerary:  5:45am Meet at WTW — Load large equipment
6:15am Students load w/ uniform and instrument
6:45am Depart for Hot Springs, VA
11:30am Arrive Hot Springs/unload all equipment/uniforms, etc.
1:00pm Lunch @ the Homestead (included)
2:00pm Change into uniforms
2:30pm Listen to VA Tech Band (if time allows)
3:30pm Warm-up
4:45pm Performance
5:15pm Load buses
5:45pm Depart for Home
7:30pm Fast food in Harrisonburg (Bring money for this!)

11:30pm Arrive @ WTW

General Information:

-Bring money for fast food dinner on the way home.

-Students will dress nicely for the trip to Hot Springs and the luncheon in the Homestead. Dress
code for the Homestead: Resort Casual is acceptable for the lunch meal. This
includes khakis, chinos, polo shirts, open collar button shirts. dress slacks
casual dress and skirts. NO JEANS, NO T-SHIRTS, NO SHORTS, NO HATS, NO
SNEAKERS, NO SANDALS.

Uniforms
e Guys/Girls will leave black shoes, black socks, in garment bag after the pre-
VMEA Concert.
e Guys will bring their white shirt back WASHED and PRESSED to be inspected
by a uniform parent on 11/20. Each guy’s shirt will be checked for a grade
before we depart.

e Girls’ hair will be neatly tied back for the performance.
e No jewelry or watches except for small post earrings.
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Chaperone News

We want to thank all of you who assisted for the many events during this Marching season. It
gave us a chance to get to know you and gave you a chance to assist with a great group of kids,
though the marching season is not quite over yet with one last competition on October 31%, and
at least one more home football game on November 6™.

It seems that we may be playoff bound and that will extend the need for chaperones further into
November. As soon as the schedule has been determined, we will let you know what
assistance we need and where we need it.

Thanks for all of your assistance from early August through now. Aside from the unknown
possible playoff schedule, we have covered all events for the remainder of 2009, though | know
we’'ll be looking for your assistance for numerous concerts and events in 2010.

Chaperones will also be needed for the end of the marching season party, tentatively scheduled
for Saturday, November 14™ at the Truro Clubhouse, time TBD. This is a fun event to
chaperone and if you can help out for a few hours that evening, we would really appreciated the
help. Great music, good food and fun kids to watch. Typically the evening begins at 7 pm and
ends at 10 pm, but we’ll provide more details when everything is setup by the band leadership,
who are working hard to make this a super event!

Please email Stefan at stefan13@cox.net if you can help out at the party.

We have begun taking names of those of you interested in chaperoning the February 19" & 20™
trip to South Carolina. If you are a parent of a symphonic band student and are interested in
chaperoning, please send email to Stefan at stefan13@cox.net.
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Hospitality

Dessert Banquet

W.T.W. Band Fall Awards Night

Thursday, November 12"
7:30pm in Cafeteria ‘A’
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We will celebrate a Marching Season of great accomplishments, fantastic
music and incredible kids on Thursday, Nov 12 at Woodson in Cafeteria A. All
families of Freshman, Sophomore and Junior marchers are asked to bring a
dessert to share. Senior families may come and enjoy without bringing a treat.
The Band Patrons will provide paper goods and drinks. It is a great evening
and we hope you will come to celebrate all the hard work and commitment that
made this season one to remember! Please refer to the flyer attached to the
Trumpeter.
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Citrus Fruit Sales

Band Members and Parents:

It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas!!!....

Well, at least it is a good time to start knocking out some gift buying.
How about purchasing some fruit for Christmas gifts? Honestly, what else
can you buy for $20, $30? Fruit sales have only a little more than a week left,
so now is the time to buy, (and to get your friends and neighbors to buy too!)
Congratulations to the top sellers who will each receive a $25 gift certificate:

Week 1 was Amy Sitts with almost $700 in sales!
Week 2 was Lani Furbank with almost $600 in sales!

| am getting a trickle of sales every day from our on line option* - keep
working hard everyone! I’ll be in the band room on Friday, 5 November for
the final pick up. Remember, the band member benefits directly from this
fundraiser as well as the whole band! Keep up the good work everyone!

Tina Pedrotty
Questions? 703.999.9936

*On line sales - Please note: Access to the Florida Indian River Groves
website has changed; do not use the link at the band website. Instead, type
"fruitorder.com" into your browser, and then click on the orange circle at the
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website (it looks like an orange) near the bottom that says "Order Now!"
Then just enter our ID number, 171874, in the “"Organization ID" box.
That will take you to an updated order page that will allow people to credit
individual band students for the sales.
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Uniforms

7

Marching Band Uniform Volunteers needed to hand out & collect uniforms on
the following dates:

Saturday — October 31 - V.B.O.D.A. - 12:15 & 5pm

Friday — November 6 — *Senior Night — 5:15 & after the game
Saturday — November 7 — Woodson Rededication —9:00 & 11:00 am
*non-senior parents needed please.

Please email clznachko@cox.net to volunteer.

Thank you to all that have volunteered during this successful
marching season!

Marie & Cindy
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Winter Guard

The W.T. Woodson Winter Guard season is almost here! The information/recruiting night will
be Tuesday November 10 at 7:30 pm in the band room with Try It Out Nights in the weeks
following. All Woodson students are eligible to join. No experience necessary, only a
commitment to work hard and have fun. Our coach, Eric McWilliams, says he will teach anyone
how to spin who is willing to try and work hard. Rehearsals are normally Tuesday and Friday
nights with weekend rehearsals and competitions throughout the season. We invite all interested
students to come give it a try. Warning — Winter Guard is lots of fun and very rewarding.
Contact Lynn Hill at lynnhill@yahoo.com or 703-385-5561 if you have any questions.
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Cavalier Cards

Volunteers are needed to help sell Cavalier Cards at the Woodson Craft Fair,
Saturday, November 14 from 10AM to 4PM. Any help in 1-2 hour shifts would
be appreciated, especially if you plan to come to the craft fair anyway! Please
contact Jennifer Planert at jplanert@verizon.net if you can help.
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Tag Day Co-Chair for 2010

It is never too early ... T.J. Finnerty is looking for a volunteer to co-chair tag day for next
year.

Timothy J. Finnerty (T.J.)

Vice President Accounting

The Peterson Companies

12500 Fair Lakes Circle / Suite 400
Fairfax, Virginia 22033

(703) 631-7519

tfinnerty@petersoncos.com
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